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350 foreign academicians to teach in India  

http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/2015-12-02/350-foreign-

academicians-to-teach-in-India--190492 

Kharagpur (WB): More than 350 academicians from 38 countries are coming to teach 

in 68 Indian institutes under the national GIAN (Global Initiative of Academic Networks) 
programme.  

"Almost 60 per cent of the courses are for non-IIT institutions. These include UGC, state 

universities, central universities, AICTE affiliated engineering colleges and management 

institutions," IIT-Kgp director Prof P P Chakrabarti said.  

The IIT has been selected as the national coordinator for collaborating with institutions 
like IITs, IIMs, IISc, NITs under GIAN.  

More than 350 academicians from 38 countries are participating in this programme to 

teach 13 broad disciplines in 68 institutes, IIT officials said.The Ministry of Human 

Resource Development (MHRD) has allocated Rs 35 crore for the project during the 
current financial year. 

Prof NicoVerdonschot from University of Twente, Netherlands, who will be teaching one 

of the two inaugural courses, at IIT Kharagpur said, "Indian level of higher education 
and quality of faculty is very high but have modest position. Hence Indian universities 

must reach out to international faculty for knowledge sharing and best-in-class 
progress".  

MHRD's additional secretary R Subhramanyam, who was here yesterday, said the 
ministry is in the process to inter-link GIAN with projects like IMPRINT, National Digital 

Library. "MHRD will not control the courses to be taught and it is to be decided by the 
home institution proposing the course. Also MHRD is in favour of a dynamic variety in 

the approved courses ranging from science and technology to arts, social science, 
management," he said.  
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One million books, 100 institutes under National Digital 

Library 

http://www.newsx.com/national/14273-one-million-books-100-institutes-under-national-digital-library 

 

Kharagpur: The National Digital Library in 2016 will bring under its fold 100 institutes and roll out a collection 

of one million digitised books and journals in the first phase, according to an official. 

  

"The first thing that will come in February is the National Digital Library (NDL) which will come with one 

million books and journals which will be used by students across the country," additional secretary for technical 

education in the human resource development ministry R Subrahmanyam, said here during the launch of Global 

Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) scheme on Monday. 

  

The NDL will ensure "uniform high standards" of e-content free of cost on a single platform. 

  

"It will have phased expansions and in the first phase 100-odd institutes will be brought under it," said the 

official. 

  

Talking about the recently launched Impacting Research Innovation and Technology (IMPRINT) India 

programme, Subrahmanyam said the aim is to foster innovations that improve living standards of people. 

  

IMPRINT is the first of its kind MHRD supported Pan-IIT + IISc joint initiative to address the major science 

and engineering challenges that India must address and has 10 focal domains such as sustainable urban design 

and water resources and river systems. 

  

It is primarily a call for scientists within the country and they will come up research proposals under these 10 

domains. We will fund them very liberally and at the end of five year period we expect innovations and more 

registering of patents, he said. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newsx.com/national/14273-one-million-books-100-institutes-under-national-digital-library

